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putting up at good hotels, as they could well have
afforded to do, they intentionally roughed it on eight
marks a day (about eight shillings or two dollars) for
the two of them. This did not allow for any luxuries.
Their food consisted mainly of black bread and cheese,
and at night they put up at wayside inns or in peasants'
cottages, but they had a thoroughly good time, and
Franklin proved that the wealthy gentleman's son could
rough it as well as anybody.
In 1897 Franklin's parents decided that, it was time
he went to school, so he was sent to Groton, a school
holding the same rank in America as a big public school
does in England. At the time it was intended that the
boy should study for the law when he grew up. The
prospect did not particularly thrill Franklin, but his
father wished it, so he agreed, although his love for ships
and the sea had already bred in him a great desire, to
join the navy. Indeed, he very .nearly did do so, despite
his good intentions, and the life of the boy who has
become one of the leaders of freedom might have fol-
lowed an entirely different course had not Fate inter-
vened at the last moment. It happened in this way.
While Franklin was at Groton the Spanish-American
War broke out, and hearing that the navy was enlisting
recruits at Boston, he and two of his friends decided to
run away from school and join up. Sunday was the day
fixed for their departure because, there being no lessons,
they reasoned that they would not be missed so soon,
but on Saturday night the three conspirators complained
of sore throats and feeling ill. The next day they were
worse, and when the time arrived at which they had

